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0 programa LIFE & o instrumento da Unio
Europeia para o financiamento de acoes

The LIFE program is the European Union's
instrument for financing actions related to

nature and the climate. The LIFE

ocl
LIFE VIDALIA tem como objetivo preservar as
espécies endémicas Azorina vidalii (vidalia)
e Lotus azoricus (I6tus), ambas protegidas e
prioritérias para a conservagdo. Estas plantas
encontram-se ameagadas por fatores como
a proliferagéo das espécies invasoras ou
a degradagao dos habitats naturais, entre
outros problemas a combater no ambito do
LIFE VIDALIA. As dreas de intervencao deste
projetoincluem todas as areas daRede Natura
2000 onde estas espécies ocorrem nas ilhas
do Faial, Pico e Sao Jorge.

Aoinicio daimplementagdo do LIFE VIDALIA,
aqui encontrava-se a maior populagio
de Lotus azoricus do Projeto, com largas
centenas de individuos. O 6tus ocupava a
envolvente da zona balnear, acompanhado
por um interessante leque de espécies
endémicas, como a Erica azorica (urze),
a Festuca petraea (bracel-da-rocha) e as
muito raras Spergularia azorica e Gaudinia
coarctata. No entanto, a 2 de outubro de
2019, apassagem do Furacio Lorenzo deixou
a érea irreconhecivel: 3 primeira visita apos
este evento, por entre detritos e rochas que
as ondas transportaram, o material lenhoso
de exemplares mais robustos foi tudo o
que se observou dos lotus. As equipas
do projeto e do Parque Natural da Ilha do
Pico logo encetaram esforcos na remogao
dos residuos e no controlo das espécies
excticas invasoras, e, em poucos meses, i3
novas plantas de l6tus germinavam pela
4rea de intervengo. Continuamos, agora, a
trabalhar para conservar esta populagao de
uma das mais raras plantas dos Agores.

VIDALIA nature project aims to
preserve endemic species Azorina vidalii and
Lotus azoricus, both protected and priority for
conservation. These plants are threatened by
factors such as the proliferation of invasive
Species or the degradation of natural habitats,
among other problems o be tackled under
LIFE VIDALIA. The intervention areas of this
project include all areas of the Natura 2000
Network where these species occur on the
islands of Faial, Pico and Sao Jorge.

As LIFE VIDALIA's implementation began, this
area was home to the largest population of
Lotus azoricus within the Project, with many
hundreds of individuals. Lotus azoricus was
presentaroundthe bathingarea, accompanied
by an interesting range of endemic species,
such as Erica azorica, Festuca petraea and
the rare Spergularia azorica and Gaudinia
coarctata. However, on October 2, 2019,
Hurricane Lorenzo ravaged this area beyond
recognition: on the first visit after this event,
among debris and rocks that the waves had
carried, the woody material of more robust
specimens was all that remained of Lotus
azoricus. The project’s and Pico Nature Park's
teams immediately set to remove the waste
and control the advance of invasive alien
species, and, a few months later, new Lotus
azoricus plants were already sprouting in the
area, indicating a clear recovery. LIFE VIDALIA
continues the work to preserve this nucleus
of one of the rarest Azorean plants
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