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0 programa LIFE & o instrumento da Unido
Europeia para o financiamento de ades
relacionadas com a conservagao da natureza e
o clima. O projeto de conservagdo da natureza
LIFE VIDALIA tem como objetivo preservar as
espécies endémicas Azorina vidalii (vidlia)
e Lotus azoricus (16ts), ambas protegidas e
prioritarias para a conservacdo. Estas plantas
encontram-se ameagadas por fatores como
a proliferagao das especies invasoras ou
degradagao dos habitats naturais, entre outros
problemas a combater no ambito do LIFE
VIDALIA. As éreas de intervengio deste projeto
incluem todas as dreas da Rede Natura 2000
onde estas espécies ocorrem nas lhas doFaial,
Pico e 530 Jorge.

A primeira monitorizagdo realizada pela
equipa do projeto nesta area de intervencao
revelou varias dezenas de individuos de
Azorina vidalii (vidalia) compondo uma
populaggo fragmentada e sob a ameaga
de numerosos fatores. Parte das plantas
observadas, apesar de abrangidas pela ZEC
dasLajes do Pico, encontrava-se sobaameaga
de espécies exsticas invasoras como Arundo
donax (cana) e Cyrtomium falcatum (feto-
~azevinho), numa falésia ingreme e de dificil
acesso. Os restantes individuos, crescendo
sobre o parque industrial adjacente, estavam
3 mercé da deposicdo de residuos e da
movimentagao de maquinas. Tendo em conta
estas condigoes desfavoraveis, a criagao de
novos nicleos de Azorina vidalii, de modo
a promover o crescimento da populagio
para zonas mais protegidas, e o controlo do
avango das espécies invasoras, sa0 medidas
essenciais & continuidade desta populagio
de vidalias.

The LIFE program is the European Union's
instrument for financing actions related to
nature conservation and the climate. The LIFE
VIDALIA nature conservation project aims to
preserve endemic species Azorina vidalii and
Lotus azoricus, both protected and priority for
conservation. These plants are threatened by
factors such as the proliferation of invasive
species or the degradation of natural habitats,
among other problems to be tackled under LIFE
VIDALIA The intervention areas of this project
include all areas of the Natura 2000 Network
where these species occur on the islands of
Faial, Pico and Sao Jorge.

The first monitoring visit carried out by the
project team in this intervention area revealed
several dozen individuals of Azorina vidalii
constituting a fragmented population at risk
of disappearing due to several factors. Some
of the plants observed, despite within the
SAC of Lajes do Pico, were threatened by the
presence of invasive alien species such as
Arundo donax and Cyrtomium falcatum on a
steep and nearly inaccessible cliff, while the
remaining individuals were growing on the
adjacent industrial park, at the mercy of waste
disposal and the movement of industrial
machinery.  Given these  unfavourable
conditions, the creation of new nuclei of this
target species to promote population growth
towards more protected areas, as well as
the control of the advance of invasive alien
Species, are considered essential measures for
the continued existence of this population of
Azorina vidalii
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